
 

 

 

 

 

Wine of the year  

Barbeito lot 10292 

Malvasia 20 year old 

Under the sharp baton of Ricardo Diogo Freitas, Barbeito is becoming one of the best 

and most exciting producers on the island. Barbeito today is the “enfant terrible” of 

Madeira, a revolutionary producer in practices and mentalities, a kind of outsider who 

likes to unsettle, stir up and continuously excite the market with originalities.   These 

are boutique wines, individualized,  in reduced quantities, exclusive and incisive wines, 

personalized lots that rarely repeat themselves. The company remains small, almost 

minimalist, relying exclusively on the segment of quality wines. In a universe as 

conservative as the Madeira wine, where innovation is rarely considered, Ricardo 

Diogo Freitas seethes with projects and initiatives, especially in discovering and 

promoting the nuances and minor changes that arise in each harvest. Producing in a 

reduced scale for a specific segment of the market -excellence of Madeira wine. An 

innovation and experimentation without ever losing north, with a constant search for 

consistency and perfection, promising electric and hard wines, uncompromising in 

acidity and minerality, vigorous and tense like no other producer in Madeira. 

The wines with indication of age from Barbeito stand out among peers in richness and 

intensity, tenacity and robust acidity, in immense freshness that can sometimes get to 

be brutal for the uninitiated. This bottling of 20 year old Malvasia lot 10292, shines in 

its incredibly dark amber color. Austere and harsh, denotes  strong personality, based 

on dried fruit, rampant freshness of the lemon zest, the intensity of the molasses, in 

the sensuality of the figs and the temptation of the caramel. Deeply mineral, supinely 

fresh compared to the uncompromising acidity, much more uncompromising and drier 

than expected for the variety, monumental and infinite end, electrical and irreverent, 

with a dry end of mouth despite the undeniable sweetness. A great wine, launched in 

2011, obtaining 18.5 points in a tasting of Madeira wine organized by Wine – A 

Essência do Vinho and that revealed other great specimens, already available on the 

market 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


